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Welcome 
.. to your latest edition of Express Points – The Working Members Newsletter for the staff of the Severn Valley Railway. Live news is 
always available online at www.svrlive.com. This newsletter provides a summary of information specific to the staff of the Railway 
and is a great way for working members to communicate and promote their department. If you have a story – let us know! 

E-Version available 
If you have access to email facilities you can sign up to receive a link to download this newsletter direct to your computer, simply 
email ExpressPoints@svrlive.com to subscribe to our reminder service. 

Photographs 
Did you know you can submit digital photographs to Express Points either to accompany your article or for the front cover? Email  
them or send them on a disc or USB memory device to the address shown opposite. 

Opinions 
Any opinions or views expressed in this newsletter are entirely the opinions of the contributors, and do not necessarily reflect the 
opinions of the Directors of either Severn Valley Railway (Holdings) PLC. which owns the Severn Valley Railway, Severn Valley Railway 
Company Limited, the members of which are responsible for its operation, or the supporting body, The Severn Valley Railway 
Association. 

SVR Twitter & FaceBook, follow or like us for updates... 
 

                    @svrofficialsite                   ‘Severn Valley Railway Official Site’ & ’Express Points’ 
 

Live SVR Working Members information available online at www.svrlive.com 

Cover image: 7812 arrives at Highley station, mid token exchange on 24th June 2015. By: Ivan Whitehouse. 

New Email System launching soon! 
We have recently had some problems sending out the monthly reminder 

links to our readers. We have been working on a new distribution group 

to make it easier to send you a reminder each month.  

If you are already subscribed you will automatically start receiving emails 

from next month. 

Thank you for your patience. 

http://www.svrlive.com/
mailto:ExpressPoints@svrlive.com
http://www.svrlive.com/


News & Views... 
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Thinking of using your free travel this year? Here’s a list of Railways 
in the Reciprocal Travel Scheme.. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7 

On 'Normal' operating days' timetables all the railways signed up for the scheme 
should permit free third class (or 2nd or standard class on some lines) on 
production of an SVR working members staff pass. Some railways, like the SVR, 
accept the pass and don't issue a ticket whilst others issue a complementary 
ticket. On Gala days and certain other 'Special Events' days when there are 
special timetables in operation, they all should provide a reduced rate fare in 
line with what we do but in practice it varies from similar arrangements to the 
SVR, to free, to no concessions at all. 
It is safest to assume that such restrictions apply at Galas and either phone in 
advance or certainly enquire at the Booking Office on arrival. 

Bluebell Railway 
Bo’ness and Kinneil Railway (SRPS) 
Bodmin and Wenford Railway 
Dean Forest Railway 
East Lancs Railway 
Embsay and Bolton Abbey Railway 
Gloucester & Warwickshire Steam 
Railway 
Great Central Railway 
Isle of Wight Steam Railway  
Keighley & Worth Valley Railway 
Kent & East Sussex Railway 
Lakeside & Haverthwaite Railway 
Leighton Buzzard Railway 

Llangollen Railway 
Mid Hants Railway 
Mid Norfolk Railway 
North Norfolk Railway 
North Yorkshire Moors Railway 
Ravenglass & Eskdale Railway 
Seaton Tramway 
South Devon Railway 
Spa Valley Railway 
Strathspey Railway 
Swanage Railway 
Talyllyn Railway 
Wensleydale Railway 

ACADEMY MARCHES ON!  
The Heritage Skills Training Academy continues to flourish. Following the initial recruits – 
Max Green, James Lewis and Chris Bird – in 2013, the 2014 intake of Alan Brookes , Dean 
Parkin, Emma Harrison, Ryan Parsons and Tom Hubble are approaching the end of their 
first year, and have completed the practical workshop skills training course at Telford 
College. Their first two years sees them rotating between extended placements in 
Bridgnorth Running Shed, the Boiler Shop, Carriage & Wagon Mechanical, Paint & Body 
Shop and Bewdley Carriage Department.   
The Academy’s compliment will rise to ten in September, with the arrival of George 
Brogan from Bromsgrove and Jack Eggleston from Cornwall. George and Jack will initially 
undertake a twelve month course in Track Maintenance, under the aegis of Auctus 
subsidiary Rail Safety Solutions, who are carrying out training for SVR on the Stourport 
Spur. Jack will then continue the infrastructure  theme with an 18-month programme in 
signalling. George, meanwhile, will switch to a programme in diesel fitting.  
 
Jack needs accommodation, so if anyone has, or knows of someone who has, a modestly 
priced bedsit or spare room in a flat or shared house, Richard Thurlow (07866 553 743), 
Academy Co-ordinator, would be glad to hear from you.   

Richard Thurlow, Co-ordinator – Heritage Skills Training Academy 

VOLUNTEER MONTHLY VOUCHER DRAW..  
 

The latest winner of the voucher draw is Brian Boyce of Kidderminster, 
congratulations! 
 
The Volunteer Monthly Prize is drawn at random by the Volunteer Liaison 
Department. Each month £20 is won and the winner is published here. 

Our elegant observation saloon is attached to certain trains, providing a 'Cream Tea 
Service' on a single journey, between Kidderminster and Bridgnorth or reverse.  
The observation saloon is comfortably furnished with settees and armchairs. Here you 
can enjoy, at your seat, a cream tea served by one of our stewards who will travel with 
you.  
The saloon's panoramic windows give you a virtually unobstructed view of the beautiful 
Severn Valley countryside and, on the journey from Bridgnorth, the coach is next to the 
steam locomotive itself.  
Our cream tea service is available for a supplement as follows: 
Adult: £7.00 per person. Children: £5.00 per person  
 
June 24th & 25th, July 15th & 16th, Sept 9th & 10th, Oct 28th & 29th. 
 
Some seats may be available on the day of your visit but advance booking is strongly 
advised. 
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Your Feedback – it matters! 
You can comment on any aspect of this newsletter by 
emailing the Editor . 
 

You can also feedback to the SVR with regards any 
topic by emailing the HQ feedback@svrlive.com  
 

Any Staffing issues you can feedback to our Volunteer 
Liaison Office by emailing Vlo@svrlive.com  

Useful downloads 
and forms are 

available online  
www.svrlive.com 

Deposit paid for the fields to the west of Bridgnorth 
station 
I am pleased to confirm that the Severn Valley Railway 
has recently paid a deposit to The Apley Estate Trustees 
for the option to purchase the three fields to the West of 
Bridgnorth station.  
The deposit is against an anticipated purchase of 10 acres 
of land and includes the listed scheduled ancient 
monument of Pan Pudding Hill.  
The fields are an important element of the Bridgnorth 
development project and will provide the parking 
necessary for the proposals.  
It is envisaged that once planning consent from 
Shropshire County Council has been gained, the Railway 
will move towards completion of the field 
purchase.  Many thanks to the Apley Estate Trust for their 
agreement to sell the land to the SVR.  
Nick Ralls  
General Manager 

Photo Charter Co-Ordinators  
We are pleased to announce the appointment of Martin Creese and Matt Fielding as Photo 
Charter Coordinators for the Severn Valley Railway. They will act as the focal point for all requests 
for such events and will then liaise with relevant SVR departments in making all the necessary 
arrangements.   
Martin and Matt are well known on the SVR for many years of such events under the 30742 
Charters and Severn Valley Photo Charters banners respectively.  
They are working towards a sustainable model for photo charter operation that maximises the 
opportunities with both home fleet and visiting engines present, whilst working with the limited 
days the railway has available and building on the excellent reputation the SVR has for such 
events.  
All enquiries can be directed to Martin and Matt at photocharter@svrlive.com .  
Nick Ralls  
General Manager  
 

Vacancy – Health and Safety Advisor  
Phil Jones has now retired from his role as Safety Advisor to the Severn Valley Railway and we are now looking for a replacement.  
Reporting to the General Manager the Safety Advisor, who will be responsible for ensuring that we comply with safety legislation and that safety policies and 
practices are adopted and adhered to, will attend the monthly Safety Committee and form a working relationship with working members across the Railway.  
Candidates are expected to hold appropriate Health and Safety qualifications. A job description is available on request from tammy.ferris@svrlive.com  
If you are interested please enclose a CV and covering letter to Nick Ralls, General  
Manager c/o Severn Valley Railway, Number One, Comberton Place,  
Kidderminster, DY10 1QR or alternatively email Nick.Ralls@svrlive.com no later than Friday 17th July 2015. Selection will be made by an interview panel after 
this date.  
Thank you for your interest  
Nick Ralls , General Manager  
 

mailto:feedback@svrlive.com
mailto:Vlo@svrlive.com
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Annual General Manager 
The 43rd Annual General Meeting of the Railway was held at St George’s Hall, Bewdley on Saturday 13th June 2015 at 2.30pm.  
The Chairman welcomed the Directors and 84 other Shareholders to the meeting, in what is a special anniversary year for the Railway. A year in which we celebrate 50 years of 
achievement.  
Since writing the Chairman’s Statement the Chairman wished to bring to the attention of our Shareholders the following:  
- The overhaul of Taw Valley had been completed and it was in operation on the SVR following a splendid performance hauling the British Pullman from Bewdley to Bridgnorth.  
- Two new trainees have been offered positions to join the HSTA in October.  
- BBC Countryfile magazine has awarded our Railway 2015 Heritage Site of the Year.  
- An option agreement to purchase the Apley fields to the West of Bridgnorth Station was in the final stages of completion. This has subsequently been completed.  
The Chairman also raised four matters arising from the minutes of the 2014 Annual General Meeting:  
Locomotive Overhaul liability  
Mr M Ball updated the meeting on progress with negotiations to develop a new locomotive running agreement. Meetings with all loco owners have taken place and in April at the 
large owners group meeting it was agreed we should move forward with the new agreement. The next step is for appropriate legal teams to agree the draft agreement. Following 
formal approval and signature of the agreement, anticipated later this year, the Company will provide a provision in its balance sheet of approximately £4.5 million. This is a paper 
transaction only and will not affect cash flow but will affect the P&L for 2015. Mr C Howell spoke as a representative of the Loco Owners Group and confirmed an amicable solution 
had been reached.  
  Cash Generation  
M Harris outlined the plan presented to the Board early in 2014 to improve the cash position by £1m over four years. In this financial year we generated a net cash flow from 
operations of £700k against £165k in the prior year.  

 Further financial information available on the Shareholder website  
Information has been made available this year.  
Governance  
Two article changes are on the agenda for this meeting and a sub-committee has been created to consider other governance issues.  
The Ordinary Resolutions of the meeting were all passed:  

 Notice of the Meeting taken as read.  
 The minutes of the 2014 AGM were approved.  
 The three Directors Mr D Owen, Mr C Walton and Mr M York were all re-elected.  
 The Financial Statements were adopted by the meeting.  
 The Auditors Crowe Clark Whitehill LLP were reappointed for a further year.  

The Special Business Resolutions were also approved by the meeting:  
 To authorise the Directors to retain the authorised share capital of £14,000,000, which allows the Railway to continue raising funds from the sale of shares, which are still eligible 

for EIS tax relief.  
 If as planned the SVRG and SVRA merge, the combined organisation will nominate 3 directors to the Board of SVRH, retaining 25% of the Board nominated by family organisations.  
 Upon winding up or dissolution of the Railway, owners of locomotives that have entered into SVR Lease Agreements shall be considered to be creditors of the Railway, to the value 

accrued in the company’s Balance Sheet. This amendment gives security to the owners of locomotives.  
 
Matthew Harris , Accountant & Company Secretary  



ATTENTION-SEEKER WANTED!  
What avenues would you think of for promoting the Heritage Skills 
Training Academy? Our website? Of course. Advertisements in the 
Heritage Railway press? Certainly. Recommendation via the 
grapevine? Absolutely!    
Another oft-used medium for promoting careers opportunities is 
participation in schools’ or colleges’ or local authorities’ careers 
fairs. You know the scene … a school or town hall or gymnasium 
packed with employers’ stalls, each with a bigger and better 
backdrop, eye-catching brochures, and logo-adorned give-aways, 
from pens to memory sticks.  
One sure-fire way to attract attention, however, is to offer would-
be recruits something to do – a model to be operated or played 
with, a brain-teaser to be cracked, a puzzle to be assembled. That’s 
where you come in! The Co-ordinator of the HSTA would love to 
hear from anyone having any ideas for suitable models, artefacts, 
puzzles, games – anything that grabs and holds attention … that 
stimulates, excites, amuses, challenges! It has to be of interest to 
14 to 17-year-olds, doable within a couple of minutes, small 
enough to fit on a table-top, and light enough to be transported by 
an old codger who’s not as fit as he used to be! Offers of existing 
artefacts, ideas for new ones or willingness to make something, are 
welcomed by richard.thurlow@svr.com. So go on all you creative, 
inventive railway enthusiasts out there – take up the challenge!  
Richard Thurlow 
Co-ordinator – Heritage Skills Training Academy 

DMU Evening Scenic Specials   
 
13th & 20th. July 11th & 25th. August 1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd, & 29th. September 5th & 12th. 
 
Departing at 7.00pm from Kidderminster, enjoy a leisurely journey to Bridgnorth. If you are feeling 
peckish, you might like to order a fish and chip supper when on the train (additional charge applies).  
Bring along your family and friends - a special evening fare applies, Annual Family Pass NOT valid. 

To celebrate our 50th Anniversary we head back to the 1960s...the decade it all started for the Severn 
Valley Railway! 
 
Revised Timetable. Normal fares apply. Evening concerts on Friday and Saturday (additional charge 
applies), fashion stalls, vintage vehicles and memorabilia from this iconic decade, get dressed up and join 
in with the fun.  
Attractions include: 
Italian Job Minis at the Engine House,  Fashion Show and Stalls, Special Guest DJs at Kidderminster, 60s 
mini-bar, Look out for the Stephenson Locomotive Society special running on Saturday 
Friday & Saturday night concerts with BIG headliners: 
Friday 14th August - The Stones take to the stage. Recognised wildly as the greatest tribute to the 
'Greatest Rock 'n' Roll Band in the World', with all the energy and charisma of The Rolling Stones 
themselves, The Stones pay an accurate and faithful tribute to the sound and look of an authentic Rolling 
Stones show and promise an evening of entertainment like no other! 
Saturday 15th August - The Who 2 rock up for another special evening of entertainment. The Who are 
considered as one of the most influential rock bands of the 20th century, selling over 100 million records 
worldwide and establishing their reputation equally on live shows and studio work. The tribute band are 
sure to set a storm too! 

SVR website updated! 
The observant amongst you will have already noticed that the SVR website is looking a bit different… Yesterday we switched to the ‘updated’ version of svr.co.uk – and held our 
breath as the ‘test’ website which we had been working on for some months went live!  
The website redevelopment project objectives were as follows:  
* Improved accessibility on mobile devices/tablets – the updated website is capable of working well on all devices. The display content changes depending on how you are accessing 
the site and most importantly the ticket office is now fully functional on all devices.  
* A design refresh – the website now uses a new design template to ‘freshen’ up the look of the site and wide-screen format which makes full use of the space available for images 
and messages.   
* A review of website navigation, main headings and content – visitor information is now prioritised under the heading ‘Plan your visit’. Navigating the site is much simpler through 
the layout of menus/sub-menus and streamlined content throughout the site.    
* First time visitor introductory features – the website includes an interactive map which provides a visual representation of the line and basic information for the first time visitor 
(click through on home page) with drone video of the line.  We hope you like the updated website, but please let us know if you have any feedback or comments.  
Best regards  
Clare Gibbard, Marketing & Communications Manager  



Request for help! 
We’re once again asking for help please with two very important events in our calendar this year. If you could circulate this message widely to anyone that may be able to assist 
please it would be very much appreciated.  
Ghost Trains  
Our Ghost Trains at Halloween are growing in popularity with all but a few seats selling out over the last few years. As an event, the Ghost Trains bring in essential additional 
revenue for the Railway during the last quarter of the year. Key to the operation is the conversion of Arley station into a scary venue populated with horrible witches and ghouls. 
This is where help is needed! We need a number of volunteers per evening to get dressed up and be a part of the spooky entertainment at Arley! So, if you want to experience 
something different and have a great time too, please get in contact. Job descriptions are available and full training will be given, so if you are any age up to 250 (or older with 
medical certificate) please email Lewis Maddox, Events Co-ordinator at lewis.maddox@svrlive.com or call 01562 757910.  
Steam & Whistle Club  
Thank you to those that responded to our last request for help with the Steam & Whistle Club. We’re building up a great team of volunteers but could always do with a few more!   
As a reminder:  
Whether you are a driver, signalman, station staff, painter, guard or a member of any other department, we need your help and time please.   
This year The Steam and Whistle Activity club is offering a new event called ‘Meet the Railway People’ with themed activities. The event is based at The Engine House Visitor & 
Education centre and runs from 11.30-4pm August 4th, 5th & 6th and we’d like you to come along to talk and demonstrate to the younger generations what your job on the 
Railway entails.  
We would also welcome willing volunteers to help deliver the other Steam & Whistle Club activities on offer during the 4 week programme. Examples include art and craft 
activities, competitions, supervision of outdoor games etc. If anyone can offer their time, patience and knowledge please contact Amanda Peplow Education officer 01764 860901 
or Emily Jones Education Admin 01746 860909. We look forward to hearing from you.  
Best regards,  
Clare Gibbard, Marketing & Communications Manager  
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Sign up for monthly reminders by emailing us 
 

ExpressPoints@svrlive.com 
Live SVR Working Members information available online 24 hours a day at www.svrlive.com  

Our next edition will be available on Sunday 2nd August 2015 

50th Anniversary Celebrations... 
2015 and the Severn Valley Railway will be 50 years old and in recognition of this a number of events are being run to help us celebrate this special year, with dates for your diary: 
 
July 17: A celebratory dinner for SVR supporters. 
To be held at the West Midlands Safari Park with Guest speaker Paul Atterbury. Tickets available to purchase . 
Sept 17 – 20: Autumn Steam Gala 
One of the most popular steam festivals in the country features all night running, a new four-day format and a most exciting line-up of visiting locomotives. Watch the website for 
further announcements. 
October 1 – 3: Diesel Enthusiasts Gala 
November 14 – 15: Manor 50 
The Manor Class of steam locomotives are also celebrating an anniversary this year. This special weekend marks 50 years since the last days of ‘Manor’ steam locomotives working 
on the Cambrian network. 

Group Travel Awards 2015 
 
There’s another reason to celebrate in this our Golden Jubilee Year! Last weekend we were named ‘Best Preserved Railway for Groups’ at the 2015 Group Travel Awards in London.  
Readers of national magazine Group Travel Organiser were asked to vote in more than twenty categories, rating their visitor experience from start to finish- from the pre-visit 
information they receive to how they get to their destination and what they visit while they are there.  
The Severn Valley Railway was up against heritage railways from across the UK, including West Somerset Railway, Isle of Wight Steam Railway, Ffestiniog Railway and North 
Yorkshire Moors Railway.  
The win comes just three months after we were voted ‘Heritage Site of the Year’ in the BBC Countryfile Magazine awards, beating-off stiff competition from some of the UK’s most 
famous tourist attractions.  
The award is wonderful recognition of the hard work that our group travel organisers, staff and volunteers put in each day to ensure that all our visitors have a memorable day.  
Well done everyone!  
Clare Gibbard  
Marketing & Communications Manager  
 

http://www.svrlive.com/

