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Express Points 

The Working Members Newsletter 

- Contact - 
 

Editor: Simon Turner 
 

Email: ExpressPoints@svrlive.com  
 

Write: Simon Turner, Express 
Points Editor, The Station Masters 
Office, Platform one, The Railway 
Station, Bewdley, DY12 1DP. 
 
 

- About - 
Express points is distributed on the 
first Sunday of each month, over 
150 printed copies are available 
and more than 500 digital 
reminder links sent via email. 
 
 

This newsletter is intended for the 
information of Working Members 

& Staff of the Severn Valley 
Railway only. 

 
 

- Deadline - 
Articles & photographs should be 
submitted before the last Sunday 
in the month. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Please recycle this newsletter  

 
 

Welcome  
.. to your latest edition of Express Points – The Working Members Newsletter for the staff of the Severn Valley Railway. Live news is 
always available online at www.svrlive.com. This newsletter provides a summary of information specific to the staff of the Railway 
and is a great way for working members to communicate and promote their department. If you have a story – let us know! 
 

E-Version available  
If you have access to email facilities you can sign up to receive a link to download this newsletter direct to your computer, simply 
email ExpressPoints@svrlive.com to subscribe to our reminder service. 
 

Photographs 
Did you know you can submit digital photographs to Express Points either to accompany your article or for the front cover? Email  
them or send them on a disc or USB memory device to the address shown opposite. 
 

Opinions & Information 
Any opinions or views expressed in this newsletter are entirely the opinions of the contributors, and do not necessarily reflect the 
opinions of the Directors of either Severn Valley Railway (Holdings) PLC. which owns the Severn Valley Railway, Severn Valley Railway 
Company Limited, the members of which are responsible for its operation. 
 

SVR Twitter & FaceBook, follow or like us for updates... 
 

                    @svrofficialsite                   ‘Severn Valley Railway Official Site’ & ’Express Points’ 
 
 

Your Feedback 
You can comment on any aspect of this newsletter by emailing the Editor; ExpressPoints@svrlive.com  
You can also feedback to the SVR with regards any topic by emailing the Head Quarters; feedback@svrlive.com  
Any Staffing issues can be sent through to our Volunteer Liaison Office; Vlo@svrlive.com  
Membership feedback and enquiries can be sent to the Membership team at the Head Quarters; Membership@svrlive.com  
 

Live SVR News and Information 
Live updated news is always available online 24 hours a day at www.svrlive.com  and you can view twelve previous editions  of 
Express Points by clicking ‘Working members’  then ‘Express Points WMNL’. 
 

This months cover image 
The cover photo this month is by:  Ian Murray 
Description:  50049 on a test run approaching Sterns on 1st April 2016 

http://www.svrlive.com/
mailto:ExpressPoints@svrlive.com
mailto:ExpressPoints@svrlive.com
mailto:feedback@svrlive.com
mailto:Vlo@svrlive.com
mailto:Membership@svrlive.com
http://www.svrlive.com/
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Thinking of using your free travel this year? Here’s a list of Railways 
in the Reciprocal Travel Scheme.. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7 

On 'Normal' operating days' timetables all the railways signed up for the scheme 
should permit free third class (or 2nd or standard class on some lines) on 
production of an SVR working members staff pass. Some railways, like the SVR, 
accept the pass and don't issue a ticket whilst others issue a complementary 
ticket. On Gala days and certain other 'Special Events' days when there are 
special timetables in operation, they all should provide a reduced rate fare in line 
with what we do but in practice it varies from similar arrangements to the SVR, 
to free, to no concessions at all. 
It is safest to assume that such restrictions apply at Galas and either phone in 
advance or certainly enquire at the Booking Office on arrival. 

Bluebell Railway 
Bo’ness and Kinneil Railway (SRPS) 
Bodmin and Wenford Railway 
Dean Forest Railway 
East Lancs Railway 
Embsay and Bolton Abbey Railway 
Gloucester & Warwickshire Steam 
Railway 
Great Central Railway 
Isle of Wight Steam Railway  
Keighley & Worth Valley Railway 
Kent & East Sussex Railway 
Lakeside & Haverthwaite Railway 
Leighton Buzzard Railway 

Llangollen Railway 
Mid Hants Railway 
Mid Norfolk Railway 
North Norfolk Railway 
North Yorkshire Moors Railway 
Ravenglass & Eskdale Railway 
Seaton Tramway 
South Devon Railway 
Spa Valley Railway 
Strathspey Railway 
Swanage Railway 
Talyllyn Railway 
 

VOLUNTEER MONTHLY VOUCHER DRAW..  
 

The latest winner of the SVR £20 gift voucher is:  Brent Cleeton, congratulations! 
 
The Volunteer Monthly Prize is drawn at random by the Volunteer Liaison Dept. Each 
month a £20 voucher is won and the winner is published here. In December four names 
are drawn. 

RECIPROCAL TRAVEL ON OTHER RAILWAYS 

Paper copies of Express Points  
As most Working Members now receive an email link to download 
Express Points online, the number of paper copies required for 
distribution has dropped significantly. There are now around 150 copies 
circulated in paper format and over 500 email links sent  for downloading 
from SVRLive. It is highly likely from January 2017 we will move to a 
digital only version but in the meantime  If your department requires any 
more or less copies each month please contact us by emailing 
ExpressPoints@svrlive.com  

Fundraiser Extraordinnaire - Vacancy 
Location: Kidderminster, Worcestershire  
Salary: £18,500-£23,000  
Hours: Full-time / part-time considered for the right candidate  
 
This is an exciting opportunity to join our fundraising team and work with our Director of 
Development to inspire and retain our donors and recruit new supporters using all elements 
of the fundraising mix.  
We are seeking a dynamic self-starter who can quickly grasp the charity’s ethos and way of 
working along with the ability to effectively communicate with funders, staff and volunteers 
to develop innovative fundraising opportunities.  
We are looking for a proactive fundraiser with an organised approach and the ability to think 
creatively and strategically to research, identify and secure new funders, manage existing 
donors, along with delivering key charity events.  The successful candidate will be target-
driven, and highly organised, have outstanding presentation, communication, writing and 
networking skills; have an inquisitive and creative approach and be a proactive and 
enthusiastic completer/finisher.   
 
This is your chance to join an amazing charity that is committed to safeguarding the Severn 
Valley Railway. In 2012 the Charitable Trust was established to help future proof this much-
loved major tourist attraction, and four years on we have raised over £2million to help 
safeguard this historic West Midlands asset. We now need the next fundraiser 
extraordinaire to help us get to £10 million.   
 
Please email your CV to shelagh.paterson@ svrtrust.org.uk and outline what experience you 
would bring to the role, along with a new fundraising idea we should consider and why. For a 
confidential conversation, please call Shelagh Paterson on 01562 757941. Closing date for 
applications is 17:30, 13th May 2016.  Interviews will take place week commencing 23rd 
May 2016.  
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Charitable Trust Carriage Plays a Starring Role at King’s Cross 
When Sir Nigel Gresley’s statue was unveiled during a recent ceremony at King’s Cross station in 
London, one of the stars of the show on Platform 8 was the SVR Charitable Trust’s Kitchen Composite 
carriage, No 7960. As the last surviving vehicle of its kind, its presence was a worthy tribute to its 
designer Gresley, one of the leading engineers of the steam age.   
Trust Chairman, Hugh McQuade explains why: “I’d say it’s the finest of the nine teak-bodied, Gresley-
designed carriages the Trust owns. People at King’s Cross were amazed at the quality of the restoration, 
and at just how much time and effort has gone into making this the showpiece vehicle it is today.”  
Built in 1936 at Doncaster, 7960 was purchased by an SVR volunteer and arrived at the SVR in 1980 in a 
very sorry condition. During the final years of its service, the interior had been gutted to convert it to a 
mess coach for track workers, and its dilapidated state meant restoring it would be a long, hard task. 
The carriage’s subsequent owner, Phil James, was the driving force behind this labour of love, and led a 
small team of dedicated volunteers, working under tarpaulin, to carry out the early work.  After Phil’s 
death, his family donated 7960 to the SVR Rolling Stock Trust, (which subsequently became the SVR 
Charitable Trust), and the restoration work was completed at the Carriage & Wagon Works in 
Kidderminster. A good deal of detective work was required to work out how the interior had originally 
been fitted out, and the preservationists had to use impressions in the wood as clues.  
Trust Chairman Hugh McQuade explained the sheer size of the restoration task:  
“Restoring 7960 to its current pristine condition has been a substantial investment of time and money. 
Around £75,000 has paid for staff hours, external contractors and sourcing replacement  
parts and materials. But a further £75,000 equivalent value has come from the many hours worked by 
unpaid volunteers.  The Charitable Trust recognises how vital volunteer service is; quite simply, without 
volunteer labour, a carriage like 7960 would never have been transformed into the splendid vehicle it is 
today.”  
 As a token of gratitude, the Charitable Trust would like to invite all working members to make a 
personal inspection of 7960. Please contact the Trust office on 01562 757940 for more details.  
The Trust would also like to acknowledge the very substantial personal donation made to 7960 by John 
Leftwich, one of our Trustees.  Looking to the future, Hugh said: “The Trust owns many more 
dilapidated carriages which it would like to restore, and bring back into service on the Railway. 7960 is a 
shining example of what can be achieved with the right blend of volunteer and paid skills, plus a hefty 
cash injection. More money is needed and all donations of whatever size are welcomed.”  
To make a donation, please visit svrtrust.org.uk, phone 01562 757940, or text ‘SVRC00’ and your 
£amount to 70070.  
Returning to 7960’s involvement at the Gresley statue ceremony, The LNER Carriage Group’s 
fundraiser, Richard Hill said:  
“It’s fantastic that this important historic vehicle has acted as such a superb ambassador for the Railway 
at King’s Cross, and rather than gathering dust as a museum piece, and will soon be earning its keep as 
a working vehicle on the SVR.”   
The Kitchen Composite will play another leading role between 22nd and 26th September, as it takes its 
place behind Flying Scotsman, when the iconic steam locomotive visits the SVR’s Pacific Power event. 

Volunteer Thank You evening – 18th June 2016 
Being held at the Engine House on 18th June 2016  
Tickets for the Annual Volunteer Thank You Evening are available from 
16th May. Tickets MUST be obtained in advance as this will be the only 
means of admission. Each member of staff will be entitled to a maximum 
of 2 free tickets on a ‘first come first served’ basis. The specially printed 
tickets are being distributed via Booking Offices at each station on 
production of the relevant staff pass.  The VLO also have a small supply. 
The total number of tickets available is limited to 300 due to both fire 
regulations at The Engine House and catering requirements.   
A train will be laid on from both ends of the line with provisional timings 
as follow (but please check nearer the time):  
                       Kidderminster                          Bridgnorth  

Depart 17:55   Depart 18:30  
Return  22:30   Return  22:10  

Catering will be provided, including a vegetarian option and selection of 
salads.  The food will be included within the free ticket. A bar will be 
provided (selling Bewdley Brewery beers amongst others) where two 
drinks vouchers per person provided by The Holdings Board can be 
exchanged. There will be a prize draw based on your ticket number and, it 
is hoped, DVDs of SVR interest will be shown in the cinema area during the 
evening.  
The Guarantee Board and Staffing Committee trust you will be able to join 
us for this informal evening which we hope will provide a ‘thank you’ to as 
many volunteers as possible.  By: The Staffing Committee  
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New event for 2016! 
Over the years we have seen many traction engines visit the railway for various reasons. 
13th & 14th August will see the first 'Steam on the Road' event take place. There will be 
approximately 10 to 12 traction engines of various forms on display at Kidderminster 
Station.  
 
A playpen to see the engines in action and a planned road run on the Saturday afternoon 
which will see all the engines end up back in front of the King & Castle. The event will also 
see a beer festival hosted by the Valley suite along with displays and traction engine 
society's under the canopy. 
 
I am now looking at trying to find willing volunteers to help over the weekend along with 
the set up and tidy up for the event.  No experience required, any one happy to help with 
watering engines, marshalling, coal delivery or even helping make teas please get in 
touch. 
 
Scott Lewis, scott.lewis@svrlive.com  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1940’s Band Show Wristbands! 
 
The Summer doesn’t feel that far away now our Step Back to the 1940s Big Band Show 
wristbands are on sale!  
We’re operating a different system this year for Working Members to purchase their 
wristband. All wristbands will be available from Kidderminster, Bewdley and Bridgnorth 
Booking Offices upon presentation of a valid Working Member’s pass.  
  
Each Working Member is permitted to purchase one discounted ticket only at £3.   
 
The Booking Offices will require your name upon purchase so we can consolidate the 
lists after the event to make sure the system has worked.   
As always, we only have a limited number of tickets for sale, so make sure you 
purchase early to avoid disappointment.   
 
Thanks again for your continued support; it’s shaping up to be another magnificent 
(and explosive) event!  
 
Lewis Maddox on behalf of the 1940s Committee  
Events Coordinator  

Assistant  Station Master Bridgnorth 
 
Mr Tom Ferris has been appointed as ASM Bridgnorth, effective immediately. His first 
turn of duty will be Saturday 30 April.  
Tom is a long-standing volunteer with many years’ service as shunter and guard, and 
knows Bridgnorth well.   
 
Would all concerned please make Tom welcome and offer such help as may be 
required as he gets used to his new role. An announcement on the second vacancy will 
be made shortly.  
 
By: Chris Thomas , Bridgnorth Stationmaster  

mailto:scott.lewis@svrlive.com
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Sign up for monthly reminders by emailing  
 

ExpressPoints@svrlive.com 
Live SVR Working Members information available online 24 hours a day at www.svrlive.com  

Our next edition will be available on Sunday 5th June 2016  

Terence Cuneo - The Man and His Mouse 
We are very pleased to announce the opening of our brand new exhibition, Terence Cuneo - the Man and His Mouse. Located at The Engine House, our Visitor Centre at Highley, this exhibition brings 
together examples of the work of this talented artist and tells some of the stories connected with his life and his work. 
 
Terence Cuneo - the Man and His Mouse, also includes two original and very different paintings by this artist and a specially commissioned audio visual presentation which includes rare footage of this 
renowned artist at work. 
The children are not forgotten as we challenge them to 'find the mouse' in some of Cuneo's pictures. This exhibition continues throughout the spring and summer season. 
 
We are indebted to Carole Cuneo and Melanie Viner-Cuneo, of the Cuneo Estate, without whose help and support this exhibition would not have been possible.  Our thanks also go to Mr Phil Swallow, Mr Michael Cox and Mr Chris 
Wheeler, Chairman of the Cuneo Society, for the supply of certain exhibits. Audio visual presentation by Aerial-Imaging Specialists and by arrangement with British Pathe. 

2016 Cream Teas within the Observation Saloon 
On selected dates:  May 25th, 26th. June 23rd, July 13th, 14th. September 7th, 8th. October 27th.Our cream tea service is available for a supplement as follows:  Adult: £7.50 per pers. 

Local Heritage Listing 
Council bosses have approved a Local Heritage List for the Railway, this means the historical and architectural interest of the structures on the list can be taken into account when future developments are 
proposed in the area.  A list of 50 ‘heritage assets’ has been drawn up so far by conservation officers and the community, which includes  Kidderminster Town Station buildings and Bewdley Station, as 
well as bridges at Hoo Road and Devil’s Spittleful, both in Kidderminster.  
It also includes Bewdley Tunnel, which is the longest on the line, Bewdley South signal box, Arley signal box and the waiting shelter on the platform at Arley Station. The list also features the goods shed at 
Bewdley Station and a Victorian cast iron gents urinal which was relocated from Melrose in Scotland in 1977. 
Wyre Forest District Council conservation officer Peter Bassett said: “The Local Heritage List plays an important role in celebrating heritage that is valued by the community at the local level. 
“It is also an opportunity for local authorities and communities to work in partnership to jointly identify heritage assets that are valued as distinctive elements of the local historic environment. 
“Where planning permission is being considered, the fact that a heritage asset appears on the Local Heritage List is a valid consideration when determining the outcome of that application.” 
Although the ‘heritage assets’ are not given any specific protection through law, their inclusion on the list means they have been identified as being important and will be safeguarded as part of council 
plans and policies in the future.  A six-week public consultation took place with Bewdley Town Council among those who responded. Councillors said they ‘unanimously’ supported the proposals and 
creation of the Local Heritage List. But unlike buildings listed by the Government, no special permission is required when undertaking works to ‘heritage assets’, unless planning consent is required. A 
‘heritage asset’ can be any building, monument, site, place, area or landscape which is considered to be a valued component of the historic environment They may include structures such as bridges and 
sluices, and street items including letterboxes, signposts or telephone boxes. For each draft entry on the Local Heritage List there are up to seven qualifying criteria – these are; age, architectural interest, 
social and communal value, association with famous people, rarity, historic associations and landmark. Their local interest could be related to the social and economic history of the area, individuals of 
local importance, settlement patterns or the age, design and style of buildings. Bridgnorth station is the only one to have been given listed status by the Government, on the advice of English Heritage.  
In March, a £5 million plan was announced to restore the Grade II listed station. We plan to upgrade facilities at the station and include the construction of a 53-bed staff hostel, a station cafe and offices. 
The scheme, which has been approved and supported by Bridgnorth Town Council and is currently before Shropshire Council, also includes an extension to the popular Railwayman’s Arms pub.  
At a meeting of the town council,  bosses said the planned development was intended to help immerse visitors in a totally historic experience when they arrive in Bridgnorth. They will be based around 
creating a period look for the railway, with the aim of  reflecting the period 1862 through to 1949. 

http://www.svrlive.com/

